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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Hello Rockhounds,
| am often told that Spring is just around the corner. | am still holding on to that thought.

With that being said, Springtime at KGMS means it is Showtime. Please volunteer to work at the show, May 1 to
May 4. If you do not volunteer, someone will be  calling you to set a time(s) for your participation. If for some
reason you do not get a call, please contact Jerry VanNocker or me to schedule a time for you to work at the show.

Each year we receive invitations from other local clubs to join them at their banquets. These are held each year in
honor of scholarships, awards. Up to 4 KGMS members have been invited to join the Tulip City Club for their

annual Scholarship Banquet on April 30 . These are very fun events. Please let me know if you would  like to
attend.

| need people to sign up for display cases for the show. The display case area of our show is very important and we
are always complemented on the quality that our members and guests display. If you would like to display a portion
of yo ur collection at our show, please contact me. Do not be shy, if you have something that you think is cool,
others will think it is cool also!

Look for our billboards around town. We will have up to 4. The billboards will be up throughout April.

Speaking of advertising. Post our show advertising. Flyers are available at our Club meetings. If you run out,
please contact Jerry VanNocker or me. We cannot have enough advertising out and about. Post lots of flyers!

One of these days, it will feel lik e spring, and the snow will melt away. 1 just keep on trying to convince myself of
this.

Rock On!

Bill Mitchell

KGMS President

April 2014 Club Meeting

We use our April meetings to work on Show materials. If you have materials for game prizes, bring them in
with labels. Baggies will be available for preparation. Be prepared to sign up for display cases and volunteer to
work at the show. We will be having a general discussion of what needs to be done and how our members can
contribute.

During the Show we have regular door prize drawings. If you have hobby related items that you would like to
donate, please bring them to the meeting or the show.




HOW TO SET UP A DISPLAY

DECIDE WHAT YOU ARE GOING TO DISPLAY:

All one mineral
Mixed minerals
Same size minerals

THUMBNAILS, MINIATURES, CABINET SIZE, MUSEUM SIZE

LAY THEM OUT ATTRACTIVELY...large size in the back, medium size middle,
and small at the front

Do not use too many specimens, you don’t want it to look busy.

LINERS: Beige, egg shell, cream or light colors. DO NOT use bold patterns,
bright colors, satin or taffeta...they detract from the material you are displaying.

Use LIGHT colored liners for darker specimens
Use DARKER colors for lighter specimens

LABELS: Each specimen should have a label, giving the name and location
Unless you are displaying competitively, you do not need the
chemical formula.

Card stock works well, because it lays flat. Do not use a label maker, as
they curl from the heat of the lights.

Best to type your labels :

Label should be white or light colored

Do not put a border around the name on your label.

EXCEPTION: If you have a case of all the same mineral, you only need one sign
as to what the mineral is, BUT you need a sign with the location of each speci-
men.

RISERS: Risers can be constructed from many different types of mate-
rial...Styrofoam, cardboard boxes, fiberboard, plywood, etc. Styrofoam is the
easiest to work with, but you can run into problems in transportation, unless it
is protected from accidental dents. Styrofoam should be cut with a fine-toothed
saw, then smoothed by sanding the edges with a scrap of Styrofoam. You can
purchase precut forms from many hobby shops.

In using Styrofoam for risers, it’s a good idea to first cover the Styrofoam with
either muslin, or an old sheet, this makes a neater looking riser.

If you are using Styrofoam for risers, scoop out an area on the underside of the
riser to tuck the material into...this eliminates the problem of risers not sitting on
each other tight.



DISPLAY EXAMPLE:
2012 - Jerry & Allison
Michigan M ineral Display

Some minerals are on acrylic display
stands. Some of the ven dors will have
them for sale.  Notice the labels for
the specimen names & origins.

Gone are the days of ‘good ole gray tape’ for lining a case. You can purchase a
multi-purpose adhesive at craft stores. | use 3M Super 77 Multipurpose Adhe-
sive.

After you have your display all laid out on the table, or wherever, make a sketch

of your finished’ display. When you get to a show, this will eliminate “Now
where did | have that?” It’s easy to forget how and where you had what.

AT THIS POINT YOU ARE READY TO GO TO A SHOW...TAKE:

Your sketch or layout Liners
Specimens Labels
Risers/easels Name if using one

AND IT’S TIME TO PREPARE A DITTY BOX:

Masking tape Paper towels
Glass cleaner Stapler

Push Pins/tacks Extension cords
Extra light bulbs Paper towels
Scissors Lights if needed
Index cards Padlocks

NOW YOU ARE READY TO GO AND SET UP AT A SHOW!!!



For our new members, | hope this will help!

t oo! Donodt

Like Bill mentioned, if you think your rocks are cool someone else will,

athicte iss dgpideling, ldaeyour display the way it looks good to you

MY 2011 DISPLAY

1.The directions
table or do a
the table the size it would be. But, when
| got to
same, but, | had a general idea. So it
does help!

say

sketch

t h e wortk quite the't

2.16 vabwaysuseda bl ack ove
remnant of fabric in my display. It

works well for the clear, milky & light

color quartzcrystals ,1 6 ve had m

positive compliments. Not everyone
agrees, so | tend to go with what pleases
me!

| do feel it would have looked nicerif I
had some stands for the crystals in the
back. For my small spheres | have used
Hematite rings. Just look around your
house & | @ bet you can find something
that will work in a pinch.  Maybe | &
remember to buy a few stands this year.

So dondworry, just have fun and
Keep on Rockin!

Diane
GEMS Editor

In the last year we have had

members. We would like to welcome

the club!

many new club
allofyou to



